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Disability group
takes giant step
towards opening
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Shire of Esperance pre5|dent Malcolm Heasman, Eyre MLA Graham Jacobs, Regional Development Minister Terry Redman, Premler Colin Barnett and Nudju Aboriginal descendant Gail
Reynolds-Adamson officially unveil the plaque commemorating the opening of the waterfront project. INSET: The big crowd at the opening of the redevelopment. Picture: Tim Slater

Waterfront wonderland

B Tim Slater

The first section of the $24.1 mil-
lion Esperance waterfront devel-
opment was officially opened by
Colin Barnett and Regional Devel-
opment Minister Terry Redman
yesterday.

Hundreds of residents attended
the historic occasion, with the
opening of the James Street pre-
cinct paving the way for comple-
tion of the project by mid-August.

Mr Barnett said the James Street
precinct would maximise one of
the town’s greatest assets — the Es-
perance foreshore.

The redevelopment includes

beach pathways, a lawn area and
gardens, including a landmark
sculpture of a whale tail.

“The James Street precinct is a
key area of the Esperance Water-
front redevelopment, providing
easy beach access and a plaza, at
the centre of which is the commun-
ity’s newest piece of public art, this
magnificent whale tail sculpture,”
he said.

“The Esperance waterfront rede-
velopment is a dynamic project
which will link the foreshore with
the town centre, providing eco-
nomic stimulus for businesses and
adding to the dynamics of the Espe-
rance town revitalisation project.”

Mr Redman said the
waterfront project was made possi-
ble with $21 million from Royalties
for Regions.

“The foreshore precinct will pro-
vide a vibrant community space
for residents and tourists to enjoy
recreational activities and will be
an important part of the social fab-
ric of the Goldfields-Esperance re-
gion,” he said.

“This landmark project is testa-
ment to how Royalties for Regions,
in collaboration with key funding
partners, delivers its vision to mo-
dernise and transform regional
communities.”

The waterfront redevelopment

project also received funding from
Lotterywest, Bike Network, Magel-
lan Fund and round three of the Re-
gional Development Australia’s
Small Towns funding.

Further work on the foreshore is
planned which is expected to
take the total cost of the Esperance
Waterfront refurbishment, when
complete, to more than $46 million.

Artists, designers and landscap-
ers have been involved in the final
design of the project which has
been undertaken by Sime Con-
structions.

Shire of Esperance president
Malcolm Heasman said said the
beachside town was one of hope

where people could write their
own stories.

“Today we stand at the site of the
magnificent whale tail art piece
which I am sure will become very
iconic over time and synonymous
with Esperance,” he said. Cr Heas-
man said the whole foreshore to
the tanker jetty would be trans-
formed when the project was com-
pleted by mid-August.

Nudju Aboriginal descendant
Gail Reynolds-Adamson gave a
welcome to country address at the
start of the ceremony.
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